Come to Amsterdam!
24-26 July 2009

The General Coordinator of

the Union of the Baptist
Churches in the

Netherlands, Albrecht

Boerrigt er, warmly

welcomes guests who will
participate in the

Amsterdam 400 gathering.

This is a unique opportunity for
Baptist visitors not only to meet with friends and
learn more about European Baptist life in general,
but also toget more closely acquainted with the
rich and colorful story of the Dutch Baptists.

There are 85 churches with a total membership of
about twelve thousand The union has a semingr
which has recently been strengthened by partnering
with the Amsterdam Fee Uniersity. The union
leadership clearly prioritizes issues related to church
development.

Albrecht Boerrigter explains some of the
present challenges for the Baptists in théLand of
Tulips™:“The Baptists in the Nethéainds ae working

on a new policy for the new period up to 2012. One
of the key ideas for us is to be more involved in
society in the Netherlands. We are also ready to
contribute more to international Baptist life.
Openness to further networking is important. We
are also investigating church-planting possibilities in
Amsterdam and Rtterdam?”

Register at
www.amsterdam400.or g

before 30 June

Discount price
still available

until 15 June

At Amsterdam 400 Teun van
der Leer will speak at one of
the main sessions. He is the
Rector of the Dutch Baptist
Seminary and well known as a
dynamic and inspiing speaker
He studied theology in Utrecht
and Amsterdam and his main
focus and interestis in

ecclesiology He vorked as a jounalist, teacher and
pastor, bebre he joined the staff of the Baptist
Union, first in church development and since 2005
as a kacher and Bctor of the £minary.
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of the Dutch Baptist leaders of the mid-19th
century reached Baptist convictions rather
independently — through his own personal

theological study

was needed: Feisser and others were baptised
in 1845 ly Johann Kdbnera key figue

amongst German Baptists, and German Baptist
influence no doubt intensified Baptist mission
in those days in the Netherlands. Local
awareness and global perspective — a sort of
“glocal’ vision — still chaacterises Baptist Ié in

the Netherlands.

The history of the
Dutch Baptists in the
nineteenth century
convincingly shows
how muchchurches
can benefit from the
combination of local
and international
initiatives.

Johannes Eisserone

Hawvever, international input




